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The journalists' guide towards a professional work

@ Support the freedom of speech and expose the violation against it, including
struggle against detention because of an opinion or political belief.

@ Provide help to the fresh graduates from the Media dep., through training and
refine their skills.

@ Journalist and media professional shouldn’t underestimate the importance of
his career or misjudge it based on the behavior of some individuals work in the
field of media.

@ Journalist and media professional should maintain his dignity as well as his
honesty since he carries an eternal message, and plays an enlightening and edu-
cational role in his community and not an intruder.. He is not supposed to im-
prove the image of others.

Conclusion ....

Thus we have provided a full explanation regarding the rights of the
journalists and media professionals, their duties and the perspective of our Is-
lamic religion toward the credibility of media.

The Ministry of Information - the Government Media Office - is aware
of the duties of fellowship with the media professionals, and because of the de-
ficiency in the current laws and regulations of media work in the Palestinian
country, we call the media professionals comply with this document, respect its
provisions and be guided by it when practicing media work.
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Rights .....
@ Journalists and media professionals are independent and have no one have

authority on them except the law.

@ [t is not allowed to assault any journalists and media professional because of
his opinion or because spreading accurate information. And he should not be
forced to disclose his source of information, and all of this should be under the
provision of law.

@ Journalist and media professional has the right to access to the news, statics
and the allowed news, within the law, from its sources, whether it was govern-
mental or public, and Journalist and media professional has the right to dissemi-
nate the information he has .

@ [t is prohibited to impose any restriction on the flow of information or pre-
vent the equalization of opportunities among various newspapers to access to
information or disrupt the right of the citizen to be aware of the knowledge and
information. And all of that should be done without prejudice to the requirements
of the national security and homeland defense and its supreme interests.

@ Journalist and media professionals have the right to attend the conferences,
and public meetings.

@ The relationship between the journalist and media professional and the com-
pany he works in, is subject to a work contract which defines the term of contract,
the type of media work and its location, the salary and its attachments and the
complementary advantages, which does not contradict with the rules of the labor
contract law of individual or collective work contract in case of its existence.

@ Plagiarism is prohibited, or reproducing the work of others, and it is very nec-
essary to refer to any name or the source of the quotation or transfer permitted
by the author.

@ Incitement on other media professional is prohibited.

@ Solidarity with media professionals in order to defend their rights & interests.

@ Work to develop the professional performance and increase the acquisition of
knowledge and transfer of the skills and knowledge to new media professionals
and provide them with opportunities without discrimination.

@ Editors and media owners should take the responsibility to get the concert and
material rights to those who work under their command.
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* Make use of the on going efforts to promote the freedom of expression to con-
tribute in developing good governance and functioning society.

* Look for facts and all that interest to the public and publish it without amplify
or underestimated or bias.

*  Promote of cultural and national identity of the Palestinian people in order to
avoid isolation.

* Adopt the values of tolerance and acceptance of differing views, as a way to
resolve any dispute that may arise between the media as a result of the multiplic-
ity of perspectives and orientations.

* Respect the rule of law including appears before courts, seek to develop legisla-
tion and practice pressure to set up civil court concern with publishing issues of
particular specifications.

* Give adequate attention to issues of public opinion and interests through infor-
mation documented and care for vulnerable and marginalized areas.

* Not to publish pictures of the victims in a way affect their dignity or the feel-
ings of their families or the feelings of citizens in general.

* Respect the lives of individuals including legal persons except in relation to
issues of public opinion.

* Avoid incitement to violence and hatred against any person or entity or institu-
tion on the basis of gender, race, religion or political affiliation.

* Protect children from material that adversely affect their psychological devel-
opment and to avoid the publication of any pornographic images or indecent
expressions or words sarcastic harm to feelings, customs and traditions.

* Use quotation marks when you quote words.

* Refrain from exploiting the profession a threat to persons, groups and institu-
tions.

* Promote the national interest and move away from family and regional agen-
das, factional, personal and party interests.

* Adhere to the policy of media organization unless it inconsistent with the pre-
vailing laws or impair the rights of journalists.

* Set the form of relationship with "Israeli journalist" in the context of hostility
with the occupation and to prevent what would be a form of normalization of the
relationship with different "Israeli institutions".
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* Commit to publish everything that help in promoting solidarity, tolerance, and
civil peace, avoid exposure to the lives of individuals in away that prejudice their
honor or reputation according to the law and principles of freedom of expressions.
* Promote the Palestinian national unity and keep away from any practice that
may lead to discord, division, or exacerbated tension whatever it" partisan, sec-
tarian, religious, ideological" and prohibiting the promotion of fighting.

* Be brave to raise the issues of corruption, torture and being fortified by law in
order to face oppression and violation of human rights.

* Promote the work on developing the laws and regulations that governing the
work of press and media and protecting the human right to express his opinion
freely.

* Respect the law and stand in the way of media organizations that attempt to let
media breach legal rules and the journalism ethics.

* Foster a spirit of cooperation and fair competition in the media on the basis of
mutual respect. Distinguish between the right of party affiliation and adoption of
ideas and political views and the work in media.

* Ban the accepting or paying bribes, impersonation, extortion, cronyism and
nepotism, the exploitation of others, the exploitation of the profession to achieve
personal interests, cornering knowledge, and libel of others and accuse unjustly.
* Commit to use legitimate means to gain access to information, and not to pub-
lish any information without refereeing to original sources, and maintaining the
principle of confidentiality of sources of information and tools.

* Respect the judiciary, its independence, and its decisions, the obligation not to
publish names or pictures for any accused person till the issuance of judicial rul-
ings against them, according to the law.

* Distinguish between information and advertising material by a clear sign.

* * Protect the reader from the deception.

* Protect the rights of others and neither exceed their freedoms nor reveal the se-
crets if their home unless it is an issue that concerned the society such as crimes,
write the informational story fairly by mentioning all parties says. You have the
right to express your point of view and your personal opinion clarifying that it's
your own view and do not represent the opinion of the newspaper or the website
that you work with.
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@ The mass media reject the principles of racial discrimination, religious fanati-
cism, and intolerance in all its forms, and they struggle for the sake of fair and
just principles, the right of peoples to self-determination and the right of indi-
viduals to have freedom and dignity.

@ The Palestinian cause is the cause of nation lives under the occupation and
struggle for its right in self-determination, freedom and independence. So it is
the duty for every journalist and media professional to demonstrate the justness
of their cause and the legitimacy of this struggle and to inform about the history
and heritage of the Palestinian people.

Duties
Media professionals have to:
* Commit to the principles and values implied in the constitution and the provi-
sions of the law, and to follow the ethics of his job and be honest in his work so as
to preserve the values of the community and not violate the rights and freedoms
of citizens.
* Take no one sides with racism calls or the calls that abuse religions or call for
hated them, to challenge the faith of others or to contempt any of the society
sect.
* Keep the eloquent of the language, maintain the purity of the Arab language
and work on spreading the standard Arabic to replace the dialects gradually so
that all of Arab people understand each other.
* Reveal all practices that violate human rights and to highlight the humanitarian
and cultural sides of the Palestinian cause as its people face persecution.
* Promote the ties of solidarity and cooperation between the Palestinian media
and their colleagues at the regional and international level which would bolster
the role of media and journalist and constitute an important media protection for
them especially in facing the challenges that face the freedom of the media work
in the world.
* Transmit the truth neutrally and completely for the sake of the right of each
one to receive and circulate the information, and stay away from coverage that
distorts the truth whatever the motives are.
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true" , even though the prophet did not accept it till he examined and investigated
it. Consequently , Allah- Almighty- enact a law of identifying the news before
issuing it. Allah said" O ye who believe! If a wicked person comes to you with
any news, ascertain the truth , lest ye harm people un wittingly , and afterwards
become full repentance for what ye have done" Hujurat 6 Certifying the news
before issuing it is a media duty as to avoid harm people unwittingly because of
the false report. Describing the reporter of news as wicked indicates the fact that
in some times the reporters may be dishonest the thing that may lead to causing
damage.

General Principles .....

a Media is a popular power that practices its message with a responsible freedom
in serving the community through expressing the different trends of the public
opinion. It contributes in formatting and guiding the public opinion through the
freedom of speech, criticizing, and news spreading within the framework of the
basic components of society and under the provisions of the Constitution and the
law.

@ Media is a social responsibility and a national message that is committed to
objectivity, professional, accuracy and checking from the news before publishing
them. And stay away from illegal methods to access to news and information.

@ Media based on two rights: The right of freedom of speech and the right of
acknowledge. So it is the center of all developmental activities at the level of
knowledge, culture and education, therefore, it had to work to confirm the reli-
gious ethics, and the ideals accumulated in the history. And to seek the truth to
serve the right and goodness.

a Freedom of speech is a prerequisite to a successful media, and it has been
achieved through a long humanitarian struggle, and it is an integral part of the
fundamental freedom laid down in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights,
however, the responsibility is a prerequisite for the practice of this freedom so as
not to exceed the boundaries of the freedom of others.
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Preface....

Since the first moment, when Allah Almighty revealed to the first hu-
man being, Prophet Adam- peace be upon him- "Media massage" is realized, and
the media standards, which Allah Almighty set for His creation, are assigned.
This media massage transferred the information from Allah- Almighty- sincerity,
honestly, objectivity and neutrally to human . Adam- peace be upon him- was
learned to transmit the information according to that standards, as He repeat what
Allah learned Him to the Angels without adding or omitting any word. Allah-
Almighty- says:" He said O Adam ! tell them their natures , when he had told
them God said: Did I not tell you that I know the secrets of heaven and earth
and I know what you reveal and what you hide". Baqara-33 Islam Mission has
been since Adam- peace be upon him- era a guided media massage which all
prophets- peace be upon them- carried out. Islam media mission has faced all
types of fabricated media that over controlled human being through ages. The
Holy Qur'an comprehend the details of media work which came in form of com-
mands, banning, reminding, or even as stories to clarify the sanctity of media
work. Allah says:" And pursue not that of which thou hast no knowledge for
every act of hearing or of seeing or of feeling in the heart will be enquired into
on the Day of Reckoning" . Isra' 36 It is a strong prohibition to follow the false
news and testimony, and it implies the meaning of the necessity to prove the true
of news. A good example for that the hoopoe story with the prophet Solomon-
peace be upon him- as Allah says:" And he took a muster of the Birds and he said
why is it I see not the hoopoe? Or is he among the absentees?, I will certainly
punish him with a severe penalty, or Slaughter him unless he bring me a clear
reason for absence. But the hoopoe tarried not far he came up and said I have
compassed territory which thou hast not compassed and I have come to thee from
Saba with tidings true. I found there a women ruling over them and provided
with every requisite and she has a magnificent throne. I found her and her people
worshipping the sun besides God , Satan has made their deeds seem pleasing in
their eyes and has kept them away from the Path so they receive no guidance."
Naml 20-27 Solomon said: " Soon shall we see whether thou hast told the truth
or lied" The Hoopoe described the news that he told to the prophet as" Tiding
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Introduction ......

In the 3rd of May , journalists and media professionals celebrates the
World Press Freedom Day, while the violations of the rights of the profession and
its practitioners is still continuing .

This day , which has been launched by the United Nations Organiza-
tion for Education, Science and Culture "UNESCO" and ratified by the General
Assembly of the United Nations to be an annual celebration international press
freedom and to commemorate the victims of violations of the right to freedom
and expression, comes this day an occasion to remind the international commu-
nity the rights of journalists and the media and writers in the free expression and
dissemination of information and facts events and issues in complete freedom.

Freedom of the press is the guarantee provided by the government for
freedom of expression, and often the freedom guaranteed by the Constitution of
the country's citizens, associations and bodies.

Therefore , we , in the Ministry of Information — the Government Media
Office- decided on this occasion , to issue this simple brochure which aims to
shed some light on the main principles , values and ethics that must characterized
the media in general , and in our beloved country in particular.

We have draw these principles from several media charters and issued
from different local , Arab , and international media institutions , non-govern-
mental media associations , and from media theories and principles . This bro-
chure is divided into Preface , General principles , Journalist ' duties , Journalist
'rights and Conclusion . We hope it will be a beacon and guide for all journalists
and media professionals in their way to achieve a responsible media work and
behavior which aims to build not to destroy , to collect not to discriminate , aware
the public opinion and help in community building.
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